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Featured Speakers

WOMEN WHO SHINE GALA

CANDACE NELSON
Founder, Sprinkles and Pizzana,

Guest Shark on Shark Tank,

New York Times Best Selling Author

JAMIE KERN LIMA
Founder, IT Cosmetics,

Guest Teacher of The Life You Want Class 

Live with Oprah, NY Times Best Selling Author

ERIN ROSS
CEO Girls Inc. of Los Angeles,

Board of Advisors Member for the 

Tisch College of Civic Life at Tufts University



Cocktails in Foyer

5pm to 6pm

The Main Event (featuring our Keynote Speakers)

6pm to 7pm

Afterglow at Espelette

7pm to 8pm
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CANDACE NELSON
Candace Nelson is a serial entrepreneur, the Founder of Sprinkles and Pizzana, Guest
Shark on Shark Tank and a New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestselling author.
An expert in turning a passion into a profitable business, Candace revolutionized the
baking industry when she left a career in finance to start Sprinkles, the world’s first
cupcake bakery and Cupcake ATM. Sprinkles has since grown into one of the most
successful cupcake brands ever.

Nelson followed with the launch of Pizzana, a growing chain of Michelin Bib Gourmand-
awarded pizzerias leading the third wave of pizza in the US. She continues to expand her
portfolio: co-founding the children’s sensory learning centers Play 2 Progress and
launching CN2 Ventures with her husband, Charles Nelson, to invest in early-stage
consumer companies.

Candace is the author of The Wall Street Journal bestseller Sweet Success: A Simple
Recipe to Turn your Passion into Profit and The New York Times bestselling The
Sprinkles Baking Book. A highly sought-after speaker, Candace shares her story of
turning passion into profit, the keys to leading and building a breakthrough brand,
finding purpose to create a great company culture and cultivating a community of brand
loyalists with audiences around the world.

She lives in Los Angeles with her husband and two sons.
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JAMIE KERN LIMA

Jamie Kern Lima is the author of the upcoming book WORTHY: How to Believe You Are
Enough and Transform Your Life, New York Times bestselling author of Believe IT, guest
teacher of the Life You Want class live with Oprah Winfrey, and Founder of IT Cosmetics, a
company she started in her living room and grew to be the largest luxury makeup brand in the
country. She sold the company to L’Oréal in a billion-dollar deal and became the first female
CEO of a brand in its 100+ year history.

Her love of her customers and remarkable authenticity and belief eventually landed her on the
Forbes America's Richest Self-Made Women list. She’s been a Denny’s waitress, a struggling
entrepreneur, lived a life-long journey of rejections, and has battled her way through years of
self-doubt, body-doubt and God-doubt. She was given away at birth and adopted and has
been on a journey of learning to believe she’s here with purpose, on purpose, and for a
purpose and is worthy, lovable, and enough. 

She's a mother of two and an active investor, speaker, and thought leader who is passionate
about inspiring and elevating women. She's also an active philanthropist who has funded
leadership training in more than 100 prisons and shelters across the United States, and has
donated over $40 million in product and funds to help women face the effects of cancer with
confidence. She’s donating 100% of her author proceeds for both WORTHY and Believe IT.

JAMIE KERN LIMA
Founder, IT Cosmetics,

Guest Teacher of The Life You Want Class 

Live with Oprah, NY Times Best Selling Author



ERIN ROSS

Erin is the CEO of Girls Inc. of Los Angeles, an organization that inspires all girls to be strong,
smart and bold. She is a non-profit veteran, Erin previously served as the Senior Managing
Director of External Affairs at City Year Los Angeles, leading the site’s public and private
funding strategies, government relations, community partnerships and marketing and
communications work. Erin began her career at City Year on the Los Angeles start-up team in
2006, where she was instrumental in founding the site. From there, she ran the development
department for more than a decade, building the strong base of donors and champions that
have helped the site grow and sustain. More recently, she led the site in efforts to grow public
revenue, including leading a strategy to access state dollars, expand into Inglewood Unified
and renegotiate City Year’s contract with LA Unified.

Erin proudly served on the Board of Changeist (formerly Big Citizen HUB) for eight years. She
is a member of the Board of Advisors for the Tisch College of Civic Life at Tufts University. 

Erin graduated magna cum laude from Tufts University. She is also a graduate of Leadership
L.A. Erin lives in Los Angeles with her husband, Mike Liotta, son Duncan and dog Rocket.
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WOMEN’S BUSINESS NETWORK

The Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce Women's Business
Network (WBN) is a collective of successful professional
women, ranging from corporate executives to small business
owners that support each other. Their mission is to inspire &
empower women to thrive while providing a platform for
optimizing connections & relationships.
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TODD JOHNSON
President & CEO

FARIMAH FAYYAD
CFO & Office Manager

MELISSA CASE
Director of Sales

MELISSA BRADY
Director of Marketing & Events

BRITTANY GANSON
Director of Economic Development

& Governement Affairs

TED GREEN
Government Affairs

DANIEL BERMUDEZ
Event Manager

MATTHEW KALIN            
Marketing & Design Coordinator

MICHELLE DWYER
Membership Coordinator
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